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SpaceX to Launch Secret X-37B Space Plane 
Thursday 

By Don Tomslee, August 18, 2025 

The U.S. Department of Defense’s mini-shuttle heads to orbit 
once again Thursday night.The hunt will be on shortly, to once 
again recover a clandestine mission in low Earth orbit.SpaceX is 
set to launch a Falcon-9 rocket from launch pad LC-39A at the 
Kennedy Space Center Thursday night August 21st, with the 
classified USSF-36 mission. The U.S. Space Force has 
announced that this is the eighth mission for its fleet of two 
Orbital Test Vehicles (OTV-8). This is the automated ‘mini-space 
shuttle’ about the size of a large SUV, that launches like a rocket, 
and lands like a plane. 

 

 
 

US scientists steer robot dog with graphene 
brain organoids in lab breakthrough 
By Georgina Jedikovska,  August 20, 2025 

Scientists in the U.S. have used graphene and light to control a 
robot dog and develop new groundbreaking method that 
stimulates and matures lab-grown human brain organoids.The 
researchers from the University of California San Diego Sanford 
Stem Cell Institute utilized a one-atom-thick sheet of carbon to 
introduce a method called Graphene-Mediated Optical 
Stimulation (GraMOS) 
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Scientists create ‘world’s smallest cat video’ to 
advance quantum computing 
By Mrigakshi Dixit,  August 20, 2025 
 
A team of physicists has created a video using just 2,024 
rubidium atoms, showcasing a major advance in manipulating 
matter at the quantum level.It has been described as “the world’s 
smallest cat video” that depicts the famous Schrödinger’s cat 
thought experiment. The quantum cat thought experiment, 
proposed by physicist Erwin Schrödinger in 1929, is a paradox 
designed to illustrate the bizarre concept of superposition, where 
a particle or object can exist in multiple states simultaneously.  
  

 
 

 

US secret military space plane to embark on 
new mission with undisclosed goal 
By Prabhat Ranjan Mishra,  August 20, 2025 
A secret space plane is set to embark on its new mission. The 
X-37B orbital test vehicle of the U.S. Space Force will fly on its 
eighth mission on August 21, 2025. The plane is set to lift off 
from the Kennedy Space Center in Florida.The uncrewed, 
autonomous spacecraft is developed by Boeing. The plane is used 
by the U.S. military to conduct experiments in high and low 
Earth orbits. However, most of the plane’s functions remain 
secretive despite the widespread information about its presence. 

 

 
 

World-first dual-robot surgery in Sydney 
removes throat tumor, saves patient’s voice 
By Neetika Walter, August 20, 2025 

In a big leap for robotic surgery, doctors in Australia have pulled 
off a world-first procedure by pairing two advanced robotic 
systems to remove a throat tumor while preserving the patient’s 
ability to speak and swallow.The landmark surgery at St 
Vincent’s Hospital in Sydney marks a breakthrough in precision 
medicine, showing how integrating robotics can achieve 
outcomes once thought impossible. 
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Assam Rifles takes to drone technology to 
revamp operational capacity along Myanmar 
border 
By Sumir Karmakar,  August 20, 2025 
Following signing of the MoU on Monday, officials of both 
Assam Rifles and IIIT shared insights on the transformative 
potential of drone systems in modern warfare and emphasised the 
need for joint efforts to accelerate technology absorption within 
operational frameworks.Guwahati: Assam Rifles, one of the 
oldest paramilitary forces in the country, are trying to equip its 
personnel with drone technology and modern warfare in order to 
enhance operational capability, particularly along the treacherous 
border with Myanmar in the country's Northeastern region. 
 
 
North Korea Uses GitHub in Diplomat Cyber 
Attacks as IT Worker Scheme Hits 320+ Firms 
By Ravie Lakshmanan,  August 20, 2025 
North Korean threat actors have been attributed to a coordinated 
cyber espionage campaign targeting diplomatic missions in their 
southern counterpart between March and July 2025. 
The activity manifested in the form of at least 19 spear-phishing 
emails that impersonated trusted diplomatic contacts with the 
goal of luring embassy staff and foreign ministry personnel with 
convincing meeting invites, official letters, and event invitations. 
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Source: The Financial Express Newspaper, 20-08-2025 
Page No 09 

 
Link:https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r5363eWaSma_oW23X4iueERUKavSJroc/view 
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